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The start of fall brings a lot of welcome things: a new school year, cooler temps and
changing leaves.

You may not notice it right away, but your daily commmute is affected by the shorter
days and changing weather, too. (For example: Did you know wet leaves can be as
slippery as ice?)

Stay alert this fall. Here are the top things to look out for when you’re on the road:

RAIN AND WET LEAVES
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As the weather cools down, the rain picks up. Combine that with lower temperatures
and you’ll find your tires may have less grip than they did in the summer months.

To start, always drive cautiously in wet conditions - that includes driving slower than
you would on a dry road. And be on the lookout for wet leaves, which can be as slick
as ice.

It’s also important to check your tires to ensure they have enough tread. Insert a
penny into your tread with Abraham Lincoln’s head upside down and facing you. If
you insert the penny all the way and all of Lincoln’s head is still showing, that means
your tread has worn down and it’s time for new tires.

Driving too fast for the conditions or cruising on worn tires can lead to hydroplaning.
So it’'s important to know what to do if you start hydroplaning
(https://www.erieinsurance.com/blog/what-should-you-do-if-you-start-hydroplaning):
take your foot off the gas, firmly grip the steering wheel and calmly make steering
adjustments.

DEER COLLISIONS

Deer are most active from October to January, especially during the dusk and dawn
hours. If you’ve ever seen the aftermath of a deer collision, you know it can do severe
damage to your vehicle.

Avoid deer on the roadways by slowing down during peak hours, paying attention to
road signs and using your high beams to increase visibility when possible. Learn more
about how to avoid hitting a deer...and what to do if you hit one.
(https:/www.erieinsurance.com/blog/hitting-a-deer)

EARLIER SUNSETS

The days get shorter in the fall, so you’ll find yourself driving in the dark more often.
This is another peak time for accidents.

Make sure you’re staying alert during nighttime hours. Be on the lookout for
pedestrians and turn your headlights on during dawn or dusk hours. Keep a safe
distance from other vehicles and know when to swerve
(https://www.erieinsurance.com/blog/swerve-or-no-swerve) if there’s an object in the
road.

SCHOOL CHILDREN

The kids are back to school. The house is quieter. But if you drive just before the
school day starts or after it ends..you’re in for lots of crosswalks and bus stops.
Welcome to back-to-school driving (https:/www.erieinsurance.com/blog/back-to-
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school-driving-tips).

Since more kids are walking and biking to school, you’ll need to stay alert around
schools and neighborhoods. Be aware of bus safety and school drop-off procedures
as well. And if you'd like to avoid the risk altogether, consider finding a new route to

avoid these high-traffic areas.

It’s always important to be prepared. But even the most cautious drivers can find
themselves face-to-face with something unexpected. That’s why it’s important to have
the right auto insurance (https:/www.erieinsurance.com/auto-insurance).

Contact a local ERIE agent (https:/www.erieinsurance.com/find-an-insurance-agent)
for a personal, fair and affordable insurance experience. They’ll help you review your
current coverage and prepare for the road ahead, no matter the season.

Discover great rates from local people who care. Get a free auto quote
NnoWw.

GET A QUOTE (HTTPS://WWW.ERIEINSURANCE.COM/GLOBAL-
CONFIGURATION/APPLICATION-LINKS/ONLINE-QUOTE)
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Privacy (https://www.erieinsurance.com/privacy-notice)

Terms of Use (https:/www.erieinsurance.com/terms-of-use)

Disclaimer (https:/www.erieinsurance.com/disclaimer)

States of Operation (https:/www.erieinsurance.com/states-of-operation)

ERIE® insurance products and services are provided by one or more of the following insurers: Erie
Insurance Exchange, Erie Insurance Company, Erie Insurance Property & Casualty Company, Flagship
City Insurance Company and Erie Family Life Insurance Company (home offices: Erie, Pennsylvania)
or Erie Insurance Company of New York (home office: Rochester, New York). The companies within
the Erie Insurance Group are not licensed to operate in all states. Refer to the company licensure and
states of operation information. (httos./www.erieinsurance.com/states-of-operation)

The insurance products and rates, if applicable, described in this blog are in effect as of October
2018 and may be changed at any time.

Insurance products are subject to terms, conditions and exclusions not described in this blog. The
policy contains the specific details of the coverages, terms, conditions and exclusions.

The insurance products and services described in this blog are not offered in all states. ERIE life
insurance and annuity products are not available in New York. ERIE Medicare supplement products
are not available in the District of Columbia or New York. ERIE long term care products are not
available in the District of Columbia and New York.

Eligibility will be determined at the time of application based upon applicable underwriting
guidelines and rules in effect at that time.

Your ERIE agent can offer you practical guidance and answer questions you may have before you
buy.
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